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BOROUGH  OF  MALDON. 


To  the  Mayor,  the  Aldermen,  and  the  Burg-esses  of  the 

Borough  of  Maldon. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  of 
Maldon  during  the  year  1908. 

Situation. — The  Town  of  Maldon  is  situated  for  the  most  part 
on  a  ridge,  rising  to  a  height  of  about  120  feet,  overlooking  the  tidal 
estuary  of  the  Kiver  Blackwater.  Some  parts  of  the  town  are  low- 
lying,  and  are  occasionally  flooded  with  salt  water  during  excep¬ 
tionally  high  tides.  The  soil  is  chiefly  clay,  with  occasional  patches 
of  gravel. 

Occupations  of  the  Inhabitants.— The  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants  include  work  at  iron  foundries,  timber  yards,  and  flour 
mills.  There  are  also  a  small  seafaring  population,  and  a  few 
agricultural  labourers.  None  of  these  occupations  have  any  par¬ 
ticular  effect  on  the  public  health,  and  there  are  no  offensive  trades. 

House  Accommodation  is  good  on  the  whole.  The  building 
bye-laws  are  satisfactory  and  well  enforced.  Some  of  the  older 
houses  are,  however,  ill-built,  and  crowded  together. 

No  action  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  has 
been  taken  during  the  year. 

Water  Supply, — The  supply  of  water  is  derived  from  two 
deep  wells,  sunk  to  the  Thanet  Sands  at  220  feet  below  sea  level, 
and  the  Beading  Beds  at  120  feet  respectively.  The  total  yield  is 
between  70,000  and  80,000  gallons  per  diem.  The  water  is  of  perfect 
purity,  and  not  excessively  hard.  It  has  practically  no  plumbo 
solvent  action. 

A  considerable  economy  of  water  has  been  effected  during  the 
year  by  replacing  old  and  leaky  water  mains. 
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The  quantity  available  per  inhabitant — about  13  gallons — is 
small ;  but  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  very  little  is  employed  in 
manufacturing  purposes,  as  there  are  several  private  wells  in  use. 

The  public  supply  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Corporation. 

Milk  Supply.— The  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  are 
inspected  periodically  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The 
Model  Bye-laws  of  the  Local  Government  Board  have  been  adopted. 
Owing  to  the  semi-rural  character  of  the  borough  the  cows  are 
generally  kept  under  good  hygienic  conditions.  Samples  have  been 
inspected  during  the  year  by  the  County  Analyst,  and  have  proved 
satisfactory. 


Other  Food  Supplies. — The  slaughter  houses  are  registered, 
and  are  inspected  from  time  to  time.  No  action  under  the  Sale  of 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875,  has 
been  found  necessary. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. — The  greater  part  of  the  sewage  of 
the  town  is  water  borne,  and  is  discharged  on  the  ebb  into  the 
Blackwater  Estuary,  about  a  mile  below  the  town.  A  few  privies 
are  still  in  existence,  but  they  are  being  replaced  by  w.c’s.  In  one 
low-lying  district — Fullbridge,  Station  Road,  and  the  Causeway — ■ 
the  system  of  pail  closets  is  being  encouraged,  the  Sanitary 
Authority  undertaking  to  empty  them  at  regular  and  frequent 
intervals. 

House  Refuse  is  removed  by  the  public  scavengers.  Occupiers 
are  recommended  to  use,  and  are,  in  increasing  numbers,  adopting 
sanitary  dustbins,  which  are  emptied  weekly. 

Nuisances.— Forty-eight  nuisances  were  detected  and  abated 
during  the  year.  In  no  case  were  proceedings  necessary. 

Schools. — The  Council  is  not  the  Local  Authority  for  the 
Education  Act,  1907.  There  are  four  public  elementary  schools  in 
the  Borough.  Another  is  about  to  be  built  as  the  present  accommo¬ 
dation  is  quite  insufficient.  During  the  year  the  two  schools  which 
were  reported  last  year  as  being  without  a  water  supply  have  been 


supplied  with  one.  At  the  St.  Mary’s  Infants’  School  the  boys’ 
privies  have  been  converted  into  w.c’s.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this 
year  the  same  will  be  clone  on  the  girls’  side.  St.  Mary’s  School 
still  continues  the  use  of  “galleries  ”  for  some  of  the  infants.  These 
have  been  done  away  with  during  the  year  at  the  British  School, 
where  the  infants’  department  has  been  abolished  ;  a  temporary 
Provided  Infants’  School,  with  up-to-date  furniture,  having  taken  its 
place. 

Hitherto  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  received  a  small 
annual  fee  from  the  County  Education  Authority  for  examining  all 
children  in  doubtful  health  reported  to  him  by  the  the  school 
teachers.  This  arrangement  has  now  been  put  an  end  to  in  view  of 
the  medical  inspection  of  school  children,  under  the  Act  of  1907.  The 
efficiency  of  the  vigilance  of  the  school  teachers  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that,  except  in  the  case  of  measles  and  chicken-pox,  no  school 
epidemic  has  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  the  last  ten  years. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Notification  of  infectious  diseases  is  well 
carried  out.  Measles  and  chicken-pox  are  not  included  in  the  list 
of  notifiable  diseases. 

Isolation  is  provided  at  the  Heybridge  Hospital  of  the  Maldon 
Joint  Hospital  Board.  Only  ten  beds,  however,  are  available,  and 
only  two  diseases  can  be  treated  concurrently.  A  third  block  would 
sometimes  be  of  great  service.  During  the  year  43  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  of  diphtheria,  50  per  cent,  of  those  of  enteric,  and  70  per  cent, 
of  those  of  scarlet  fever  were  removed.  There  were  no  “  return 
cases.” 

Disinfection  of  premises  is  done  by  formaline  spray,  with 
uniformly  satisfactory  results.  Clothes  and  bedding  are  disinfected 
at  the  Hospital  by  a  Thresh  double-ended  steam  disinfector. 

Tuberculosis. — There  is  no  system  of  notification  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  in  force,  and  no  special  hospital  accommodation  is  available. 
In  the  case  of  deaths,  disinfection  is  carried  out  gratuitously  by  the 
Sanitary  Authority. 

Incidence  of  Disease. — The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable 
disease  (60)  has  been  the  highest  since  1900. 
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Of  the  nine  cases  of  enteric  fever,  four  belonged  to  a  house 
epidemic.  Beyond  this  no  connection  between  the  cases  could  be 
traced.  In  one  only  there  was  a  history  of  shell-fish  having  been 
eaten. 

Thirty  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified.  In  two  instances,  two 
cases  occurred  in  the  same  house.  In  one  of  these  instances  a 
blocked  sewer  was  apparently  the  cause. 

Of  the  sixteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  nine  were  distributed  in  four 
houses.  None  of  these  diseases  became  epidemic. 

Measles  assumed  an  epidemic  form  in  the  months  of  March, 
April,  May  and  June.  Cases  were  not  however  very  numerous,  and 
no  deaths  occurred. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  Borough  is  too  small  for  any 
deductions  to  be  drawn  from  the  numbers  due  to  any  particular 
cause.  It  would  be  futile  to  attempt  to  base  statistics  on  the  four 
deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  or  the  ten  from  cancer. 
It  may  however  be  considered  satisfactory  that  the  infant  death- 
rate  is  extremely  low — only  50  per  1000  births,  and  that  half  the 
deaths  at  all  ages  (45  out  of  89)  occurred  over  the  age  of  65. 

The  births  numbered  140,  or  24*6  per  1000  inhabitants.  The 
curves  of  the  death-rates,  birth-rates  and  infant  death-rates  for 
successive  decennial  periods  are  shown  in  the  figures  which  follow 
this  report. 

Factories  and  Workshops  Act. — The  total  number  of  work¬ 
shops  registered  in  the  district  is  only  35,  and  in  none  of  these  is  a 
large  number  of  hands  employed. — -No  serious  defects  were  found  on 
inspection. — -There  is  practically  no  homework  in  the  district. 

I  am, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


H.  REYNOLDS  BROWN. 
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Fig.  I. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  inhabitants  for  successive  decennial 

periods. 
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Fig.  II. 


Birth-rates  per  1,000  inhabitants  for  successive  decennial 

periods. 
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Fig.  III. 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  births  for  successive  decennial 

periods. 
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Table  I. — Borough  of  Maldon. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during-  1908  and  Previous  Years. 
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Table  II. — Borough  of  Maldon. 

Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1£08  and  previous  years. 
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Notes. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

Isolation  Hospital — Name  and  Situation,  Maldon  Joint  Hospital,  Broad  Street  Green,  Heybridge,  Maldon,  R.D. 
Total  available  Beds,  10.  Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  2. 
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Table  IV.— Borough  of  Maldon. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1908. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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Births  in  the  year— legitimate  131,  illegitimate  9.  Death  in  the  year  of —legitimate  infants  7,  illegitimate  infants  0. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  89.  No  uncertified  deaths. 
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Table  VI. 


Summary  of  Work  clone  through  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  the  Urban 
Sanitary  District  of  Maldon  during  the  year  ending  31st  December, 

1908. 


Total  No.  for  Year. 

1 

Complaints  received 

15 

2 

Nuisances  detected  without  complaint 

40 

3 

Nuisances  abated. . 

48 

4 

Notices  served 

25 

5 

Summonses  taken  out 

— 

6 

Convictions 

— 

7 

Cottages  inspected 

240 

8 

Lodging-houses  inspected 

2 

9 

Slaughter-houses  inspected  . . 

4 

10 

Bake-houses  inspected 

9 

11 

Dairies  &  milk  shops  inspected  ) 

1 1 

12 

Cowsheds  inspected  . .  1 

13 

Workshops  inspected  {vide  M.  0.  H. 

Report) 

— 

14 

Eilthy  houses  cleansed,  sec.  46  Public 

Health  Act,  1875 

— 

15 

Houses  disinfected 

60 

16 

Overcrowding  abated 

— 

17 

Houses  placed  in  habitable  repair 

— 

18 

Houses  closed 

— 

19 

Houses  erected  or  re-built 

— 

20 

‘  ‘  Certificates  ’  ’  granted 

— 

21 

, ,  deferred 

- - 

22 

Wells  sunk  or  improved  supplies  of 

water  afforded 

— 

23 

Wells  cleansed  or  repaired  . . 

— 

24 

Wells  closed 

— 

25 

Houses  connected  with  sewers 

8 

26 

, ,  with  water  mains 

8 

27 

Earth,  pail,  or  improved  privies  con- 

structed  or  existing  privies  altered 

5 

28 

Privies  and  W.C.’s  repaired;  W.C.’s 

supplied  with  water 

— 

29 

Cisterns  cleansed,  repaired,  or  covered 

— 

30 

Animals  improperly  kept  removed 

— 

31 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis  . . 

— 

32 

Compensation  paid  for  destruction  of 

infected  bedding 

— 

33 

Seizures  of  unsound  meat,  &c. 

— 

(Signed)  THOS.  R.  SWALES. 


Table  VII. — Borough  of  Maldon. 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  LAUNDRIES,  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 
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